THE GOLDEN JUBILEE                  237

that particular district ofVaghodia the total for the season,
which was normally 35 inches, was returned at the un-
precedented figure of 113. The rivers and streams rose
rapidly. The railways were damaged, and traffic was
utterly dislocated. But in the afternoon of the 28th July
the water, which up to that time had not reached the level
of the bridge over the Vishwamitri connecting the city
with the railway station, rose with alarming swiftness.
Within a few hours a roaring torrent was rushing nine
feet deep across the road. Travellers along the road,
utterly taken by surprise, were marooned in trees or on
the roofs of houses, and it is said that a woman with her
baby was thus cut off in a tree outside the railway station
for forty-eight hours before help could reach her. All
communication with the British Camp and the Residency
was cut off, and the Resident himself was imprisoned in
the upper story of his house.

Things were little better elsewhere. The Dhadhar,
usually a small and insignificant stream, overflowed its
banks and smote down whole villages. Large areas of
young crops were submerged and drowned beyond hope
of recovery; villages were isolated, and in the north-west
the artificial drains, which had by long neglect fallen out
of repair, proved altogether inadequate to carry off the
water, so that it was there that the loss to house-property
was most considerable.

The wildest rumours were afloat, and were duly
reported to the newspapers as authentic facts. As all
communication was cut off people drew upon their im-
agination, and every man's improbable tale was, in the
excitement that prevailed, accepted at its face value. Men
said that the Sayaji Sarovar, the great reservoir which
supplies Baroda, had burst and overwhelmed the city
with the loss of a thousand lives; that two hundred of the
Baroda College boys had either been drowned or had died